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BRIDGE
Building Radio frequency IDentification solutions

for the Global Environment

a project funded by the European Union



hardware

The BRIDGE Project

The objective is to do the necessary research and actions to facilitate the implementation of 
EPCglobal in Europe. The project will link pilot implementations in various sectors with 
Research and Development.
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Note:  WP6 Partners shown in bold
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The Pharma Traceability Pilot

Outline of the P ilot



What are the key issues?

Å Medication errors

ï Mis-identification of medicines

ï Harm and death to patients

Å The growing and imminent threat of counterfeit medicines

ï for branded and generic products

Å Significant threats to: 

ï Patient safety

ï Trust in safety of medicines

Å Supply chain inefficiency

ï Lack of automation

ï too much administrative overhead 

Å Multi -application requirement é



Pharma Traceability Pilot: 
end to end traceability

Å Full supply chain traceability

ï From point of manufacture to point of use

ï i.e. From the manufacturerôs production line to hospital Goods In

Å Mass serialisation - track and trace to the item (patient pack) level

ï Product code & serial number (SGTIN), batch number, expiry date (4 string dataset)

Å Case and Pallet uniquely identified  

ï Data aggregation:  pack to case to pallet

Å Product and trading partner authentication at each node in the chain

Å Transparency and common standards are key

Å Distributed database (the EPC Network architecture) as the information 

repository

Å Data carrier independent 

ï A common dataset across data carriers 

ï Mix of linear, 2-D Data Matrix and RFID/EPC tags

ï For all levels of packaging (patient pack, case, pallet)



High level objectives 

Å Implement a complete supply chain traceability system 
for pharma products in a real life operational environment

Å Inline coding, marking, QA for all levels of product packaging

Å Multi -application support capability e.g.

ï Electronic pedigree, Product authentication, Recall, Inventory management, Financial 
reconciliation

Å Demonstrate a business case and feasibility, cost efficiency, 
and interoperability of the technology suite, regardless of:

ï Pharma product packaging level and and product type

ï Serialised data tag (RFID and/or Data Matrix code)

Å Full supply chain representation

Å Compliant with open standards (GS1) 

Å Speed to result (24 month timeframe)

Å Easy to use, robust system

Å Project transparency ïopen to all



Pharma Traceability Pilot:
e-Traceability enabling multiple applications
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